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FEMINISM IN MANJU KAPUR’S NOVELS : A
POSTCOLONIAL PERSPECTIVE
Dr. Manjula Goel

Abstract
perspecti,?ee 1; } e;;"t paper anfllyses the Indian Feminism and Feministic
mice aeainst anju Kapur's protagonists and how they assert their
idemtitn Man- pc;;rlarchal norms of Indian society to establish their
o I yju Kapur was born in 1948 in Amritsar. Her first novel,
l lt.:u.t .Daughters, won the 1999 Commonwealth writers’ Prize. A
Feministic tradition is strongly apparent in her novels. She has written
five novels i.e. Difficult Daughters (1998) A Married Woman (2002)
Home (2006), The Immigrant (2008) and The Custody (2011). Manju
Kapur has presented a vibrant picture of the women of 1940s and the
events move around the period of Indian Independence.

Keywords: Indian Feminism, Patriarchal norms, Individual identity, etc.

* * * *k

The word ‘Femina’ derives from Latin which means woman, and
Feminism means Struggle for the bettermient of woman. Feminism does
not deal with a unitary system rather it means different things in different
regional locations. With . the discussion of Feminism the names of
Simone De Beauvoir and Virginia Wolf strike in everybody’s mind. But
the contemporary Indian women writers in English have also exhibited a
keen interest in depicting aspects of women’s experience. For example,
Ruth Prawer Jhabvala, Nayantara Sagal, Anita Desai, Shashi Despande,
Kamala Markandaya, Manju Kapur and many others have portrayed the
woman as an individual rebelling against the traditional role, awakening

with a sense of identity to assert their individuality.
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