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10 
Predicament of Women in 

Khaled Hosseini's 
A Thousand Splendid Suns 

Dr. Suruchi Sharma 

Khaled Hosseini, an Afghan-born renowned American 

novelist and physician, has won international reputation through 
his three novels: The Kite Runner (2003), A Thousand Splendid 
Suns (2007) and lastly And the Mountains Echoed (2013).Hosseini 

dives deep into the Afghanistan and describe the lives of two women 

in Kabul under the brutal, barbaric, oppressive and, subjugating 

Taliban Regime. Their plight, the discriminative practices meted 

out to them, and the unfavourable conditions of their lives are 

highlighted in the novel. Hosseini displays their endless courage 

and strength to fight the evil and unjust forces, whether internally 

or externally. A Thousand Splendid Suns takes up the predicament 

O1 two Afghan women, Mariam and Laila. The present paper tries 

to explore the oppression, suppression and exploitation of the 

AIghan women. The opening of the novel sets the foundation for 

the books more macrocosmic themes. Nana refers to Mariam as 

a "harami" (bastard or illegitimate child) in order to suggest that 
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