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From Hunger to Thievery: A Study of
Laxman Gaikwad’s The Branded

A

SURUCHI SHARMA

t men’s autobiographies have been translated from
jrathi int0 English and the.se autobiographies present the very
pictures of the Dalits. Laxman Gaikwad’s The Branded
horrendous narratives of hunger and thievery of the
chalva Or < pathrut’ community. The people of this tribe had to
Ve ﬁ‘(;lﬂ hand to mouth and they had to steal to run their families.
" of the women was also much debilitated and apathetic.

The condition . |
Bijender Singh writes 10 the preface of his book Indian Dalit
; Marginalised Voices:

Dalit persona] narratives reveal the collective consciousness
of the community which was repressed for a long time.
Through individual memoirs, the writers presented before us
documentation of a caste-tormented society. (Singh, 14)

Many Dall

M
horrify1ng
depicts the

Literature-

[axman Gaikwad is one of the well-reputed writers whose
autobiography Uchalya: The Branded has won the Sahitya Akademi
sward for 1988, 1t has been translated as The Branded by P.A.
Kolharkar. Laxman Gaikwad is a social worker and a Dalit writer
who was born in 1956 in the Uchalya community in Dhanegaon,
Laur, Maharashtra. He could not complete his matriculation but he
|fas_acf‘1i(:ved much acclaimed status due to his hard work and
:fi“::ilzl:(.:jlsis)zfiutobio‘:’raph)i presents I}is struggle to get ed ‘uc.ation,

neal and petty job. In this autobiography Gaikwad
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