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THE CONFLICT OVER KASHMIR BETWEEN INDIA AND 

PAKISTAN: THE WAY OUT 

Surender Singh

 

C.B. Saini
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Last decade of twentieth century has witnessed paradigmatic shift in international politics and foreign relations 

of the states. This global transformation in international relations has changed the traditional view of security 

and has seriously affected understanding about South Asian security. On the one hand, the growing advantage of 

regional integration in other parts of the world has compelled India and Pakistan to reduce their tensions and 

enhance cooperation; and, on other hand, it has manifested that situation in South Asia is ripe for rivalry and 

heading towards instability. Therefore, historical legacy of rivalry, continuation of conflict on different 

problems, weakness of institutional arrangements, disunity of their political and economic structures, existence 

of incipient arms race etc. not only likely to threatens security of the region, but also reduces the benefits of 

regional integration.
1
 Thus, the story of India-Pakistan relations has been a long series of discord, conflict and 

mutual distrust. For creating such a scenario numerous variables have played their significant role. Some of 

these variables are quite perceptible, such as relating to their size, economic, human resource-base, military 

strength, geographical position etc. while others are intangible, relating to the past history, national interests, 

identity, image, status of conflicts, objectives and ideological legacy.
2
 The relationship of these forces provides 

an appropriate focus to understand their divergent attitudes towards various issues. In the present study an 

efforts will be made to know how Kashmir is a major obstacle in the harmonious relationship between India and 

Pakistan. How peacemaking, peace-building and goodwill between India and Pakistan have so fragile? Why 

both have not transformed their relations in permanent peace and cooperation in such a long period? Why 

Pakistan could not controlled the terrorism, which is the main reason to complicate this issue? What the impact 

is of abolished article 370 by the Indian Government on this region of South Asian in general and India-Pakistan 

in Particular. These and others related question is the main thrust of this research paper. 

Conflict between India and Pakistan on Kashmir is more than 73 years old and shows no signs of long-term 

resolution in near future. Besides, their rivalry has been punctuated by four full scale wars and numerous 

interstate crises. Theories of foreign policy and international relations offer limited clues as to why this rivalry 

has sustained for so long time. This might have been due to their unsettled territorial issues, political 

incompatibility, irreconcilable position of national identity and lack of trade and economic relations between 

them.
3
 However, the main cause of such enduring rivalry seems to be the inability of the two parties to agree on 

a mutually acceptable settlement over the disposition of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Both countries were 

born in conflict, because the partition of the subcontinent did not fully settle the distribution of territory.
4 

Another reason might have been contends regarding national identities and religious belief. As a result, they 

continue to compete with each other over such contraries situations. Pakistan‟s non-secular, Islamic and 
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