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1cAN DREAM
AMER M AND, EXILE IN Buag s
UKHERJEE'S JASMINE

DR SURUCHI SHARMA

-

o will wait SUPPer for you. Indian wives never eat before their
|

husbands.”
— (Mukherjee, Jasmine 213)

gnarati Mukherjee is one of the pioneer Indian women writers in English.
shehaswritten hernovels about the high aspirations of herfemale characters
snd their problems in the assimilationin the host culture. Mukherjee’s novel
Jasmine is also the story of the American dream and exile. M. Kiranmai and
Or M. Sri Lakshmi write about this novel, Mukherjee’s Jasmine explores
ssues of history, identity, culture, gender, and immigration, particularly in
regard to her work as a writer.” (498). The main female protagonist of the

ovelis Jasmine and the novel has its setting in the background of village
parents lived in Lahore and

Hasnapur in Jalandhar, Punjab. Jasmine’s
they were a very well-to-do and respected family. They had to come 10
Hasnapur and they have to come to Hasnapu has two brotgﬁrsr
Arv'md Prar and Hari Prar. They 9o for an engin ma in Jalandna
natechnical school but both drop their studies but after th
father, they sell out their thirty-acre camily ground and open UP 2 ot
pair shop. After that they dropped their idea of migrating 10 _

gstt)ar. Bharati Mukherjee writes hOW sometimes st !
Ple of big achievements in their life, “_jke it OF not, o given e

H y e
aSnapyr (63). Jasmine has two gisters also put they ar

r. Jasmine
eering diplo

Signifi .

J'Cant space in the novel. 4 bany iree. 1ne

asmine meets an astrologer in e forest unde’ ¢ and Sn°
i y I es Of thl

astr
wil ?:Oger tells her that she wil pecome @
ave to spend her time abroad. These ar¢
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The appellation ‘Indian Writing in English’ foregrounds the idea of
celebration of the Indian spirit in all the parameters of literature originally
written in English. Despite the urge to shun conventional ways of tracing
historical trajectory based on three formative phases — the 19th century
colonial and reformist, the early 20th century nationalist, realist and
progressive and the late 20th century modernist, postmodernist — the
nuanced question of Independence has remained the abiding concern
throughout. Pitted against the imperishable empire, writers of the colonial
and nationalist phases endeavoured to uphold the spirit of Independence at
the wake of the Orientalist/Anglicist debate by fostering continuity with the
golden past while looking towards the liberal education and prestigious
language of the West. The present anthology entitled Indian Writing in
English: Insights, Interpretations and lllustrations is a comprehensive and
erudite attempt at amalgamating a plethora of Indian Writings in English
within its corpus. Sincere and dedicated efforts have been made toinclude 51
well-researched papers on 51 Indian writers without repetition within the
purview of the book rendering it the status of the Bible of Indian Writing in
English. The broad spectrum of the book is anticipated to enlighten the minds
of the readers with a thorough vision on Indian Writing in English.
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