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Tyranny by the Caste Hierarchs: An Analysis
of Rohinton Mistry’s 4 Fine Balance

— Dr Suruchi Sharma

Caste and class have been a determining factor of a person’s
status, place and position in the social hierarchy from the ancient
Vedic times to the modern era. Indian caste system is among the
world’s oldest forms of surviving social stratification. The caste system
which was said to be introduced in ancient period to regulate and
discipline the society and its smooth functioning has paved way 1o
discrimination and degradation. It was the system that divided the
society into four varnas: Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra
providing social stratification in a hierarchical manner assigning
people an identity by their work and limitising their social mobility.
Dr B.R. Ambedkar said, “Caste system is not merely division of
labourers — rather quite different from division of labour = itis a
hierarchy in which the division of labourers’ are graded one above
the other” There are many castes in India which are considered
backward and these castes are being exploited and suppressed by
the upper caste people. By the efforts of Dr B.R. Ambedkar, the Indian
Constitution has given a special privilege to these people and now
the social status of these people has improved a lot.

Rohinton Mistry, a South-Asian Parsi writer, a social humanist,

attempted his best to voice the cruelty and oppression experienced
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