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Trauma, Displacement and Mimicry 
in V.S. Naipaul's The Mimic Men 

Dr Suruchi Sharma 

V.S. Naipaul, a writer who is known for his criticism on 

carious grounds, always felt trauma in his life because he could 
not settle himself at any city and found himself placeless in every 

country he lived. He says, "When I speak about being an exile or 
a refugee, l am not just using a metaphor (Rowe-Evans 62). He 

feels exilic in India, Britain and Trinidad, and this exilic trauma 
is explicit in his works also. Landeg White also writes about him, 

..the struggle against the effects of displacement lies at the heart 
of his work" (3). Gillian Dooley also comments in her article, 

The Imaginative Promptings of My Many-Sided Background 
V.S. Naipaul's Diasporic Sensibility" that Naipaul "instead of 
drawing heavily on memories of the homeland and the collective 

Identity, he has made his difference into a distinction and turned 

his alienation into an abiding preoccupation" (3). 
So far as mimicry is considered, it is generally seen in the 

postcolonial society where the people of a specific community, 
Broup or religion blindly imitate the dress, life-style, language 

poitics, rituals and manners of the colonizers. It has become so 

Common that the person who mimics is unable to understand what 

C S doing and why he is doing so. It has become a common 

pracuce in the postcolonial world. Its effect is camoutlage. It does 

hOt harmonise with the background rather it remauns agaist a 

mottled background. 
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