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Political Identity of Ralph Singh and
Issues of Mimicry: A Study of V.S.
Naipaul’s The Mimic Men

Dr. Suruchi Sharma

We pretended to be real, to be learning, to be preparing
ourselves for life, we mimic men of the new world, one
unknown corner of it, with all its reminders of the corruption
that came so quickly to the new.

— (The Mimic Men 146)

V.S. Naipaul has his reputation as an international writer
who has written novels, travelogues and short-stories. His works,
irrespective of the genre, have strong emphasis on the identity crisis,
cultural clash and many other diasporic issues. Naipaul started his
writing career with the publication of his first novel The Mystic
Masseur. This novel tells the identity crisis of 2 Hindu Brahmin
Ganesh Ramsumair who adopts many professions to settle in his
life. Naipaul’s novel The Mimic Men (1967) also has almost a similar
Indian character, Ralph Singh who feels the loss of his own self at
many places. Naipaul depicts how Ralph Singh struggles for his
political identity. He feels ‘shipwrecked’ not only in his own island,
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