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Status of' Afghani Women under Strict
Islamic Laws: A Study of Khaled
Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns

Dr Suruchi Sharma

“A man’s heart 1s a wretched, wretched thing, Mariam. It isn’t like a
mother’s womb. It won’t bleed, it won’t stretch to make room f

b
[or

vou.... when I’'m gone, you'll have nothing. You are nothing™

— (Hosseini, A Thousand Splendid Suns 26

Khaled Hosseini, a renowned writer who has won accolades for his
works, was born on 4 March, 1965 in Kabul, the capital ciry of
Afghanistan. He was the oldest of his four siblings. His father
worked as a diplomat in the Afghan Foreign Ministry while her
mother was a school teacher. Their family moved to California,
where he completed his education at Santa Clara University and u)
his degree in biology. He decided to become a physician. Later, he
attended the University of California’s San Diego’s School of
Medicine where he completed his M.D. in 1993. o
Hosseini wrote his novel The Kite Runnerin 200\— dn‘mn‘; his
medical practice, and he got it publishcd in 2(103. S(m'n- 1[1C!f\c:u_~‘l ‘
the novel are based on the writer’s c'mldhondﬂ in the ‘T.l{-“=-—%
neighbourhood of Wazir Akbar Khan. lS.y May 3“(_*‘ ; 11:11;“‘:“”‘?“';;
been pu])lishcd n 1hj_r[y-cight countries, but 1t cowdd 1

. - . e el ]d 111)\--('ﬁ [ ] 'J‘U"Ja.(‘fl." V plenaud 3N
published in Afghamistan. [His secol ’
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The Post-Independence era has witnessed inspired writers
inmigrating to other countries and writing, adopting and
advocating socially relevant themes and socialistic approaches.
The fall in human values affects our society, thereby breeding
many disorders in our life. To those who fail to understand the
importance of life and the beauty of relationship in our life, literary
creations or compositions will enrich their endeavours by offering
new insights and perceptions. This anthology entitled, South Asian
Diaspora: Writers and Works containing thirty well-researched
papers, offers a broad spectrum of scholarly essays on South Asian
Diaspora wherein characters are seen straddling on two different
cultural constructs. This book has a unique framework on
scholarly articles by eminent Indian academics and scholars on
such multi-layered themes and multi-cultural approaches as
religious extremism and bigotry, intersectional feminist ideology,
diasporic vision, women’s identity, quest for self-identity,
reconciliation with the past, migrant experience, alienation,
cultural sensibility, identity, feminine sensibility, dislocated self,
hybridity, gendered identity, displacement, ambivalence,
patriarchy, existential angst, psychic trauma, tragedy of unfulfilled
dreams, diasporic angst, ethnic conflict, etc. This book, it is hoped
without any shadow of doubt, will find favour and literary
appreciation of all the researchers, teachers, students and even
amateur readers and the lovers of literature with a panoramic look
at the present-day literary insights and explorations pertaining to
the writers of South Asian Diaspora.
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