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CASHMIR PROBLEM: FROM THE PARTyp. 5,
KASHM REORGANIZATION ONTe,

INTRODL (TION

: ia faces new challenges and opportunities in its geo , ‘ﬁr
i mumn:t::::‘f l;ngmphy for any country. This alimr.-nsiunu', Rraphic ype,
wlﬁ:rm developments taking shape within n!ui outside the region Iy, o N
view ﬂsm: of Jammu and Kashmir. It has been acquired most strategic impo mm“q"'“]’ "h?“\'
:ﬂ.i':icﬂ status in the Indian sub-continent. I! forms lhf: extreme northern pary g the | 10y, th, '
! mense strategic importance fﬂ:r the imperat!ws of national .wuurll?'. defense gng “m:':dlh | gy ™
Dynamics of Jammu and Kashmir have great influence on the emerging environmeny f, ':d':: "!u.,.':fa

’ ir Problem has emerged as the bone of contention not only for policy
::-::i(}' of this region. For a long pcri:a-d. it_ I_ms been used by India and I'ul.-.ismi n:a#::uil o b
which respective national powers and identities have been asserted and re-affirmeq, |, huhn-' Poing ",
Pakistan into four full scale wars, several local wars, proxy and low intensity warfire, fe rivep |, "%
ruling elite in Pakistan is to look upon it under the irresolvable category of 'fffillvriul d h%‘l‘tz M‘
eminent ‘problem of Kashmir'. Successive governments of Pakistan have ang ’“""furu::p g g,
unfinished agenda® of the partition questioning the legality and legitimacy of the Kishini defingg p ‘h
Indian Union. India, on the other hand. considering Kashmir's accession to Ingjq i m;r,,_.r i tg%h .
looked to address the ‘problem in Kashmir’. The two divergent perspectives on this .Il""“‘. i ":
countries have failed to resolve their differences for decades. BE Show oy

g
THE ORIGIN

The problem of Kashmir had its roots in the arbitrary and bloodiest partition of united or British jngs. -
thousands of people had lost their lives.' It was effected in haste, inadequate and Iinpiumﬂdumh
execute Mountbatten Plan.” British Parliament enacted a law to and divided it ino wo m""‘ T
independent dominions i.e. India and Pakistan in August 1947, The philosoph

t d _ : 7 A0 F“fpﬂﬂiliunw.“'
communal in its nature but also had the direct bearings on futuristic Indian politic o

5 al setup, A .
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi never did support *Two-nation theory", but the i;i.-ar of b e
communal riots made them agreed on partition of India.' They accepted partition on the basis of some

territorial self-determination. As per the terms of the British withdrawal and partition of India,the ind o

dominated areas of North-west and east India were assigned to newly formed Pakistan and rest of the regey
remained to India.

To settle the issue of provinces, the matter was handed over to the rulers to decide their accession cither
with India or Pakistan, or as independent status based on actual geographic location and wishes of fer
population. Most of the princely states of total 572 had taken decision accordingly, but the three proviscssd
Hyderabad, Junagarh and Jammu Kashmir had remained in a flux about to take any decision. They showed
some indications to remain as independent identities, yet alsc busy in negotiation of merger wib &
stakeholders. This created anarchic situation in these states in fast changing political scenario around

In the case of Hyderabad and Junagarh, the on ground realities were different that of Jammu and Kﬂ'::
former provinces were ruled by Muslim Nawabs, the majority of Hindu population but had “"“':: -
Indian territories. Both the rulers had shown the closeness towards Pakistan, but the public
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