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Chapter - 7 

Marginalized Status of Women 
and the Breaking of the Barriers: 

A Study of Kamala Das' Poetry 
Dr Suruchi Sharma 

Kamala Das is the exponent of feminine sensibility, especialy the 

sensibility of the modern middle class woman in Indian society. For centuries 

together, the Indian woman has been regarded as a door mat or a child-

bearing machine .Woman has been a prisoner within the four walls of her 

own house. She is caged in the mould of Sita and Savitri. Kamala Das is a 

rebel, an iconoclast. She has revolted against the hush-hush prudery and 
conventionalism of the Indian society in its attitude towards woman, 

love and sex. She has projected a different kind of pictures of a woman. 

She has depicted in her poems the patriarchal pressures of the society on 
women. Her poetry presents the marginalised status of women but 

simultaneously, she has broken the barriers which are made by men for 

women so that they may remain under their dominion. According to her, 
Woman is a vibrant human being, in sobbing with emotions and pulsating 

With passion. According to her, 'to be loved to madness is the greatest 

desire of a woman'. 

Kamala Das was born on 31 March 1934 in Malabar, Kerala. Her real 

name was Madhavikutti and Kamala Das is her pseudonym. She embraced 

biam in 1999 and she became Kamala Suraiyya. She wrote in Malayalam 
and English. She got married in 1949 when she was merely fiteen years 

and her marriage remained a failure. She got Kerala Sahitya Akademi 

969. She is best known for the protest poetry. She died on 

oMay 2009 in a hospital in Pune. Her autobiography My Story was 

OShed in 1976. In the same year, she published a novel also. The title ot 

OVel s Alphabet of Lust. Moreover, she wrote some poetry collections 



Any survey of recent Indian literature docs clearly revcal that the voice of the 
voiceless or protest, in some torm or other, ts the oft-repcated and even the 

most notable theme analysed, evaluated and projected by writers of all 
genres with an avowed social purpose so as to ofter a sweeping revolt by all 

means against economic exploitation, subjugation of women, oppression of 

the unprivilcgcd and suppression of the untouchables and the marginalized. 
Marginalization is nothing but a kind of social exclusion, a social boycot, 
disadvantage and downgrading to the fringe ofa caste, community or group 

of a society. English language, with its global base, has served as a useful tool 
of Dalit empowerment. It is a window through which readers are able to 
acquaint themselves with the writings of Dalits or on the Dalits. Present 
volume includes thirty insightful papers on the subject of marginaliry and 
subalternity by eminent teachers/scholar-critics and scholars. This book 
will, no doubt, serve he purpose of awakening the consciousness of the 
poor, downtrodden and the marginalized for forging their identities, 
thereby ensuring a society that values the principles of liberty, equality and 

fraternity. 
marginalization thereby propagating the idea that Dalit writing or writing 
on marginality and subalternity is a social engagement. This volume is no 
doubt an endeavour to bring before its readers the vast areas that Dalit, 
subaltern and marginal literatures have travelled a lot in their journey since 

beginnin 

The kernel of this book comprises a critique of the 
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8 
Unpleasant Memories of 

Childhood: Dalit Perspectives in 

Balbir Madhopuri's Changiya Rukh 
Against the Night 

Dr Suruchi Sharna 

The mobilization of the oppressed and exploited sections 

of society, the peasants, Dalit, women and low castes that 

Phule had spoken of as shudras and ati-shudras occurred 

on a large scale in the 1920s and 1930s, under varying 

leaderships and with varying ideologies 
-(Omvedt 34) 

Dalit history has spanned nearly two centuries now and Dalits 

have faced an identity crisis for a long time due to Brahmanical 

system of the society. The pithy summation of Dalit literature 

provides the saga of endless pain and a long journey or 

Subjugation, poverty, and exploitation of Dalits. This journey 

or this oppression is continuous because there are no any s6 

leaders like Dr B.R. Ambedkar, Martin Luther King, I 

Mandela, or Barack Obama. 
The world is a platform to play our role on this pa 

We have to play different roles in our life accoras 

Tequirements. The social and economic position ot people 
was 

not 

much good just around two or three decades back. Unpred 
progress has been noticed in the fields of science a 
Dut there are some aspects of human life that have i 
untouched from the modern development. One ot tuc 

our 

ented 

ology 

ained 

the 
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Theme of ldentity Crisis and Rootlessness 

in V.S. Naipaul's Half a Life 
Dr Suruchi Sharmna 

Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul was a Trinidadian-born 

novelist who is best known for his works on the themes of 

cultrural clash, selflessness rootlessness and identity erisis. He 

was much inspired from his father who worked in a Trinidadian 

magazine the Sentinel. Naipaul's father Seeprasad wanted to see 

his son as a writer. Vidiadhar could not fulfill his father's dream 

because the latter died when the former was still studying in the 

college. Naipaul started his career by writing short-stories and 

then he started writing novels also. Naipaul's first published 

novel was The Mystic Masseurs while his first written novel 

was Miguel Street. Naipual got the prestigious Nobel Prize for 

Literature in 2001 for his novel A House for Mr Biswas. 

His novels deal with the problems of the second generation 

immigrants. His novels Half a Life (2001) and its sequel Magic 

Jeeds (2004) also are about the identity crisis of Willie Chandran 

and his life as an itinerant in four countries i.e. India, England, 

Africa and Germany can be seen in these twWo novels. 

Willie's father Chandran plays an important role un this novel. 

Te gets much influenced from the ife of the writer William 

aunam who visits India to get material for his spiritual book 

1 azor's dge. He remains so influenced that he puts the nanie 

is son at the writer's name. Willie's father tells the Secret ot 
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Trauma, Displacement and Mimicry 
in V.S. Naipaul's The Mimic Men 

Dr Suruchi Sharma 

V.S. Naipaul, a writer who is known for his criticism on 

carious grounds, always felt trauma in his life because he could 
not settle himself at any city and found himself placeless in every 

country he lived. He says, "When I speak about being an exile or 
a refugee, l am not just using a metaphor (Rowe-Evans 62). He 

feels exilic in India, Britain and Trinidad, and this exilic trauma 
is explicit in his works also. Landeg White also writes about him, 

..the struggle against the effects of displacement lies at the heart 
of his work" (3). Gillian Dooley also comments in her article, 

The Imaginative Promptings of My Many-Sided Background 
V.S. Naipaul's Diasporic Sensibility" that Naipaul "instead of 
drawing heavily on memories of the homeland and the collective 

Identity, he has made his difference into a distinction and turned 

his alienation into an abiding preoccupation" (3). 
So far as mimicry is considered, it is generally seen in the 

postcolonial society where the people of a specific community, 
Broup or religion blindly imitate the dress, life-style, language 

poitics, rituals and manners of the colonizers. It has become so 

Common that the person who mimics is unable to understand what 

C S doing and why he is doing so. It has become a common 

pracuce in the postcolonial world. Its effect is camoutlage. It does 

hOt harmonise with the background rather it remauns agaist a 

mottled background. 
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Marginality of a Brahmin: An 

Analysis of V.S. Naipaul's A Housse 

for Mr Bis was 

-Dr Suruchi Sharma 

Literature has presented a different and unique history 

of the mankind through different writers' works. The 

pictures of the society are clearly reflected in their works. 

Since ancient time, there have been conflicts and even 

the battles over one or another issue. That's why the battle 

of Ramavana and Mahabharata were fought. There have 

been some characters who are thrown at the bottom level 

of the society. They are insulted due to their caste or 

community. 

In the epic Mahabharata, Karna was considered a 

sutaputra in spite of his being a Kshatriya as his birth 

was a secret for the society. He is badly humiliated in 

tne court. Then the prince Duryodhana comes to defend 

nim and makes Karna the king of the Anga. Likewise, 

Klavya was not allowed to get education in the Gurukul 

OAcharya Drona, the guru of Kauravas and Pandavas. 

n this way, the discrimination at different levels has 

Een prevalent in the society since the beginning or 

nan Civilization. There are some novels in which the 

caste people or Brahmins are also discriuminated 

lerent levels. They are put at the level which makes 

r ie a hell and then they strive hard to come out ot 
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